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HOWTO:  STORAGE HDD dr i ves shar i ng.  
 
Most  comput er  syst ems r un out  of  space.  I t  happens sooner  or  l at er  but  i t  
happens.  Ther e’ r e dozen of  opt i ons t o r esol ve t hi s.  You can pur chase new HDD 
wi t h l ar ger  capaci t y  or  pur chase one mor e HDD ( i f  syst em st i l l  per mi t s i t )  or  
pur chase ext er nal  HDD ( ar en’ t  t hey s l ow?) .  But  t her e’ s an al t er nat i ve way t o do 
t hat .  Suppose you have ol d deskt op comput er  or  ser ver  wi t h pr et t y sol i d st or age 
r eser ves and you ar e wi l l i ng t o use t hem f r om your  new PC or  not ebook.  But  
net wor k shar i ng j ust  i s  not  enough f or  you – you woul d r at her  pr ef er  t o have 
t hese addi t i onal  s t or ages as your  l ocal  devi ces so t hat  you coul d easi l y  i nst al l  
and r un sof t war e and per f or m al l  t he maj or i t y  of  ot her  di sk r el at ed oper at i ons 
wi t h t hem.   
 
Ther e i s  a sol ut i on exi st s.  We woul d r ecommend St ar Wi nd i SCSI  t ar get  combi ned 
wi t h any i SCSI  i ni t i at or  ( sur pr i s i ngl y we woul d r ecommend our  St ar Por t )  f or  
t hi s.   St ar Wi nd makes i t  possi bl e t o shar e t he st or age medi a devi ces over  t he 
TCP/ I P net wor k ( t hat  i s  v i r t ual l y  over  any i nt r anet  net wor k) .  Af t er  t he sof t war e 
pr oper l y conf i gur ed syst em r ecogni zes any r emot e devi ce as physi cal l y  at t ached 
t o your  ver y own comput er  and you can wor k wi t h t he dev i ce as i f  you wer e 
wor ki ng wi t h your  l ocal  dr i ve.  
 
The t r i al  ver s i ons of  bot h pr oduct s can be downl oaded f r om RDS’ s s i t e 
( ht t p: / / www. r ocket di v i s i on. com/ ) .  I nst al l at i on pr ocedur e i s  pr et t y t r i v i al  and 
shoul d not  cause any pr obl ems i f  you have i nst al l ed s i ngl e comput er  pr ogr am 
bef or e.  
 
Af t er  t he sof t war e has been i nst al l ed i t  i s  necessar y t o conf i gur e i t  so t hat  
you can accompl i sh t he desi r ed t ask.  
 
Ther e ar e t wo mai n par t s of  t he pr ogr am.  Fi r st  i s  St ar Wi nd ser v i ce t hat  act ual l y  
does al l  t he wor k behi nd t he scene ( shar es and mount s devi ces,  manages t hem 
et c) .   The ser v i ce shoul d be st ar t ed on t he comput er  wher e you have t he act ual  
devi ce you ar e goi ng t o shar e.  Anot her  one i s  St ar Wi nd consol e whi ch i s  GUI  
i nt er f ace f or  t he ser v i ce.  I t  can be i nst al l ed on t he di f f er ent  comput er  or  on 
t he same comput er  you ar e i nst al l i ng t he ser v i ce on ( t he def aul t  set up 
behavi or ) .  
 
Ther e ar e sever al  al t er nat i ve met hods t o shar e t he devi ce wi t h St ar Wi nd.  
Dependi ng of  t he physi cal  nat ur e of  t he st or age you can shar e:  
 
1)  I mage Fi l e devi ce 

2)  SPTI  devi ce 

3)  I BVol ume devi ce 
 
Let ’ s  r evi ew t hese opt i ons i n t he mor e det ai l ed f ashi on. . .  
 
I mage Fi l e devi ce.  
 
Thi s t ool  enabl es you t o cr eat e v i r t ual  i SCSI  HDD usi ng t he space of  your  r eal  
physi cal  HDD.  The r esul t i ng i SCSI  st or age wi l l  have t he same st r uct ur e as 
“ nor mal ”  HDD ( and you can per f or m any HDD- r el at ed oper at i on wi t h t hi s v i r t ual  
HDD – f or mat  i t .  Copy f i l es t o and f r om i t ,  i nst al l  pr ogr ams on i t )  and wi l l  be 
r epr esent ed as t he f i l e on t hi s HDD.  I t  means when you wi l l  connect  t o t he 
syst em wi t h t he I mage Fi l e Devi ce and pr oper l y mount  t he l at t er  i t  wi l l  appear  
as st andar d HDD on your  syst em ( comput er  f r om whi ch you ar e connect i ng)  whi l e on 
t he syst em wher e you act ual l y  cr eat ed t he i mage f i l e devi ce i t  wi l l  be 
r epr esent ed as or di nal  f i l e.   
 
Ther e’ r e ver y f ew shor t comi ngs of  t hi s appr oach:  
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1)  Vi r t ual  HDD uses t he space of  r eal  physi cal  HDD so i f  you wi l l  cr eat e t he 
i mage f i l e wi t h t he s i ze c l ose t o t he s i ze of  i t s  host  HDD you won’ t  be abl e t o 
copy any addi t i onal  f i l es on t hat  di sk.  
 
2)  Ther e’ s no way t o change t he capaci t y of  t he i mage f i l e af t er  i t  was cr eat ed 
so you shoul d be car ef ul  when pl anni ng your  st or age syst em desi gn.  
 
These shor t comi ngs ar e obvi ousl y comi ng f r om t he nat ur e of  t he descr i bed met hod 
and act ual l y  no wor se t han usi ng physi cal  HDD ( whi ch al so has l i mi t ed space and 
cannot  be dynami cal l y  adj ust ed) .  
 
SPTI  devi ce.  
 
Wi t h t hi s t ool  you cab shar e any physi cal  devi ce.  No need t o cr eat e i mage f i l e – 
you j ust  shar e t he ent i r e devi ce as i t  i s .  Al l  t he space i s  your s.  You s i t  on 
your  syst em and have t he HDD st or ed i n ot her  syst em as i f  i t  wer e your  own l ocal  
di sk.  
 
Ther e’ s onl y one shor t comi ng her e.  You cannot  access t he devi ce shar ed t hr ough 
t he SPTI  f r om mor e t han one syst em at  a t i me.  You wi l l  not  be abl e access t he 
HDD even f r om t he comput er  i t  i s  physi cal l y  at t ached t o.  Onl y one syst em at  a 
t i me can wor k wi t h t he SPTI  shar ed devi ce.  No except i on or  al l  dat a wi l l  be 
l ost .  Bewar e!  
 

I BVol ume devi ce.  
 
Thi s i s  t he most  power f ul  t ool  and appr oach.  I t  al so cr eat es v i r t ual  devi ce on 
t op of  t he r eal  one.  However  i t s  capaci t y  can be adj ust ed dynami cal l y  i n t he 
moment  you need mor e space.  I t  means t hat  even i f  you have cr eat ed t he devi ce 
wi t h t he capaci t y  of  100mb i t  wi l l  be aut omat i cal l y  ext ended t o 200mb when you 
wi l l  be copyi ng f i l e of  t he 200mb on t he devi ce.  Of  cour se t he r eal  HDD shoul d 
have enough space t o per mi t  t hi s  ( obvi ousl y v i r t ual  di sk cannot  be l ar ger  t han 
physi cal  unl ess you deal  wi t h c l ust er ) .  
 
As a mat t er  of  f act  I BVol ume pl ugi n i s  much mor e t han j ust  a v i r t ual  s t or age – 
i t  can be used as a sol i d backup syst em.  
 
The I BVol ume pl ug- i n can oper at e i n one f  t he f ol l owi ng modes:  
 

·  Gr owi ng I mage.  I n t hi s case I BVol ume devi ce i s  used i n I mageFi l e – l i ke 
manner  but  wi t h one advant age over  I mageFi l e:  di sk space i s  al l ocat ed as 
dat a i s  wr i t t en by i ni t i at or s t o t he i mage,  no sect or s ar e al l ocat ed f or  
unused sect or s.              

·  I ncr ement al  Backup Vol ume.  I n t hi s mode each i ni t i at or  sessi on i s  wr i t t en 
t o new j our nal .  ( Jour nal s ar e separ at e di sk f i l es t hat  st or e dat a f or  user  
sessi ons) .  

·  Aut o-  Rest or ed Snapshot .  When Oper at i on Mode i s  set  t o t hi s val ue al l  
changes wr i t t en t o t he I BVol ume devi ce dur i ng an i ni t i at or  sessi on ar e 
di scar ded by t he end of  t hat  sessi on and when t he next  sessi on i s  cr eat ed 
i t  accesses “ c l ean”  I BVol ume devi ce.   

·  Read- Onl y i mage.  I n t hi s mode I BVol ume i mages cannot  be modi f i ed and al l  
i ni t i at or s have r ead- onl y access.  

 
 
Now as we have di scussed possi bl e st or age devi ce t ypes l et s di scuss how we can 
act ual l y  conf i gur e t hem and get  t he maxi mum of  t he f unct i onal i t y  t hey of f er .  
 
I n or der  t o cr eat e t he I mage Fi l e devi ce shar e you need:  
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1)  Launch t he St ar Wi nd consol e.  St ar t - >Al l  Pr ogr ams- >Rocket  Di v i s i on Sof t war e-
>St ar Wi nd- >St ar Wi nd.  As soon as consol e i s  l aunched you wi l l  see i t s  i con i n 
your  t r ay- bar .  Doubl e- c l i ck t he i con wi t h t he r i ght  mouse but t on or  s i ngl e- c l i ck  
i t  and choose t he “ St ar t  Management ”  menu opt i on.   
 
2)  Fr om t he “ Connect i ons”  l i s t  sel ect  t he comput er  on whi ch you ar e wi l l i ng t o 
shar e t he devi ce.  Ther e’ s onl y one i t em i n t he l i s t  by def aul t  – “ l ocal host ” .  I f  
you i nst al l  t he St ar Wi nd on t he comput er  you woul d l i ke t o shar e t he devi ce on 
t hat  wi l l  be enough.  
 

 
 
Pr ess t he r i ght  mouse but t on over  t he desi r ed host  ( comput er )  and choose t he 
“ Connect ”  opt i on.  You wi l l  be pr ompt ed t o ent er  t he l ogi n and passwor d.  Def aul t  
ones ar e:  t est ,  t est .  You can change t hem l at er .  
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3)  As soon as you connect ed successf ul l y  sel ect  t he “ Add devi ce”  opt i on i n t he 
popup menu.  Lat er  on you can use t he r espect i ve shor t cut s f or  t he r epeat i ng 
act i ons.  
 
 

 
 
I n t he appear i ng wi zar d i n t he devi ce t ype sel ect i on choose I mage Fi l e devi ce 
( you can r ead br i ef  descr i pt i on of  each possi bl e devi ce t ype as you sel ect  i t ) .  
Al so t her e’ s a “ Hel p”  but t on t o get  you goi ng i f  any pr obl ems ar i se.  
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4)  Sel ect  t he i mage you woul d l i ke t o shar e by speci f y i ng t he pat h t o t he 
exi st i ng i mages or  cr eat e t he new one by pr essi ng t he “ New i mage”  but t on.  
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5)  I f  you deci ded t o cr 2eat e new i mage speci f y  t he l ocat i on of  t he f ut ur e 
i mage f i l e and t he name of  t he i mage f i l e t o be cr eat ed.  Al so you wi l l  have t o 
speci f y  t he s i ze of  t he newl y cr eat ed i mage.  
 

 
 
6)  Pr ess “ Next ”  and see t he i nf or mat i on about  t he i mage bei ng cr eat ed 
successf ul l y ,  pr ess “ Fi ni sh:  t hen.  
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7)  On t hi s st age you can speci f y  addi t i onal  par amet er s of  t he i mage you ar e 
cr eat i ng.  Pl ease r ef er  t o hel p syst em f or  expl anat i on on what  each par t i cul ar  
par amet er  means.  Pr ess “ Next ”  when done.  
 

 
 
8)  Sel ect  t he name of  t he t ar get  under  whi ch t he devi ce wi l l  be known t o t he 
i ni t i at or s connect i ng t o our  St ar Wi nd over  t he net wor k ( expl ai ned bel ow) .   
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9)  Check i f  t he al l  par amet er s ar e ok.  Pr ess “ Back”  i f  some changes ar e 
necessar y or  “ Next ”  ot her wi se.  
 
 

 
 
10)  Wi t h t he “ Next ”  you ar e get t i ng on t he f i nal  page wi t h t he i nf or mat i on 
about  t he newl y cr eat ed devi ce.  The “ Fi ni sh”  does c l ose t he wi zar d.  
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You can al ways act i vat e t he cont ext - enabl ed hel p syst em by pr essi ng t he “ Hel p:  
but t on.  
 
Cr eat i ng of  t he SPTI  shar e i s  di scussed i n det ai l s  i n t he how- t o 
dedi cat ed t o t he shar i ng of  t he CD/ DVD.  I n or der  t o shar e t he HDD al l  t he st eps 
woul d be t he same expect  f or  sel ect i ng t he HDD i nst ead of  CD/ DVD devi ce.  Pl ease 
r emember  t hat  onl y one syst em at  a t i me can access t he HDD devi ce shar ed t hr ough 
t he SPTI  or  your  dat a can be dest r oyed and l ost .  Bewar e!  
 
 

Cr eat i ng t he I BVol ume i mage r equi r es pr et t y much t he same st ar t  and 
f i r s t  t hr ee st eps except  f or  you wi l l  be sel ect i ng t he I BVol ume devi ce on t he 
st ep 3)  
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4)  Once agai n sel ect  t he i mage you woul d l i ke t o shar e by speci f y i ng t he pat h 
t o t he exi st i ng i mages or  cr eat e t he new one by pr essi ng t he “ New i mage”  but t on.  
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5)  Ther e’ r e t wo possi bl e ways t o cr eat e I BVol ume i mage – cr eat e t he new or  
c l one exi st i ng.  Sel ect  t he “ Cr eat e I BVol ume i mage”  on t he appear i ng page of  t he 
I BVol ume devi ce cr eat i on wi zar d ( c l oni ng of  t he exi st i ng i mages wi l l  be 
expl ai ned l at er ) .  
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6)  I n or der  t o s i mpl y cr eat e I BVol ume speci f y  i t s  name and s i ze.  A new i mage 
wi t h t hi s name wi l l  be cr eat ed af t er  c l i ck i ng “ Next ” .  

 
 

 
 
 
I t ’ s  al so possi bl e t o cr eat e an I BVol ume i mage f r om an exi st i ng I mageFi l e i mage.  
To do t hat  s i mpl y sel ect  t he ‘ Cr eat e based on exi st i ng I mageFi l e i mage’  checkbox 
and speci f y  t he I mageFi l e’ s name.  Si ze of  t he r esul t i ng I BVol ume wi l l  be set  t o 
t he s i ze of  t he I mageFi l e i mage.  
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Exper i enced user s can opt i onal l y  speci f y  sect or s per  ext ent  number  val ue and an 
al t er nat e di r ect or y wher e I BVol ume j our nal s wi l l  be st or ed.  

 
" Ext ent  s i ze"  -  i s  number  of  sect or s i n a j our nal  bl ock.  The mor e sect or s ar e i n 
a bl ock,  t he l ess i s  s i ze of  a map f i l e ( * . i bvm) ,  but  mor e sect or s need t o be 
wr i t t en t o j our nal s i f  a s i ngl e sect or  i s  changed.  That ’ s  why per f or mance goi ng 
down wi t h i ncr easi ng of  t he ext ent  s i ze par amet er .  
Fr om t he ot her  s i de,  usi ng smal l  ext ent  s i zes l ead t o r at her  l ar ge map f i l es 
t hat  consume much of  di sk space,  but  j our nal  f i l es ( * . i bvd)  gr ow not  so qui ck l y 
and over al l  per f or mance i s  bet t er  as l ess number  of  sect or s i nvol ved i nt o t he 
j our nal i ng pr ocess on changi ng a s i ngl e one.  
 
I f  Cl one I BVol ume I mage i s  sel ect ed t hen a snapshot  can be used t o cr eat e a new 
I BVol ume i mage.  I n t hi s case al l  dat a st or ed i n t he snapshot  wi l l  be shar ed wi t h 
t he new I BVol ume i mage,  but  any changes of  t he new vol ume wi l l  be st or ed 
separ at el y.  
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Di r ect or y wher e j our nal s ar e cr eat ed can al so be speci f i ed.  
 
7)  On t hi s st age new i mage f i l e has been cr eat ed.  
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8)  Now as we have cr eat ed t he i mage we can sel ect  t he t ype of  t he devi ce 
oper at i on and ot her  r el evant  opt i ons ( expl ai ned i n t he hel p syst em i n det ai l s) .  
 
 

 
 
9)  Sel ect  t he name of  t he t ar get  under  whi ch t he devi ce wi l l  be known t o t he 
i ni t i at or s connect i ng t o our  St ar Wi nd over  t he net wor k 
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10)  Check i f  t he al l  par amet er s ar e ok.  Pr ess “ Back”  i f  some changes ar e 
necessar y or  “ Next ”  ot her wi se.  
 
 

 
 
 
11)  Wi t h t he “ Next ”  you ar e get t i ng on t he f i nal  page wi t h t he i nf or mat i on 
about  t he newl y cr eat ed devi ce.  The “ Fi ni sh”  does c l ose t he wi zar d. . .  
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Now t o act ual l y  mount  t he devi ce as l ocal  on any net wor k comput er  ( somet hi ng we 
want ed f r om t he begi nni ng)  you can use any i SCSI  i ni t i at or .  We 
r ecommend our  St ar Por t  however  any one wi l l  do.  
 

1)  Launch:  St ar t - >Al l  Pr ogr ams- >Mi cr osof t  i SCSI  I ni t i at or - > Mi cr osof t  i SCSI  
I ni t i at or  
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2)  Sel ect  t he “ Di scover y”  t ab and hi t  t he “ Add”  but t on.  I n t he appear i ng di al og 
t ype i n t he I P addr ess of  t he comput er  wi t h St ar Wi nd i nst al l ed and por t  of  t hat  
machi ne.  Then c l i ck “ OK” .  
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3)  Sel ect i ng t he “ Tar get s”  t ab and t her e we go!  Our  pr evi ousl y shar ed devi ce i s 
v i s i bl e under  i t s  name t her e.  
 

 
 
 
4)  Sel ect i ng t he devi ce and pr essi ng t he “ Log On”  but t on.  I n t he appear i ng 
di al og addi t i onal  opt i ons can be adj ust ed.  As soon as you ar e r eady hi t  t he “ OK”  
and st ar t  us i ng t he devi ce as i f  i t  wer e l ocal  devi ce on your  comput er .  You have 
made i t .  
 

 
 
 


